NEWS

FARMER FRUSTRATION

Irrigator
ire grows
with Wong

approach

IRRIGATION communities across the
Murray Darling Basin are about to hit
boiling point as the Federa
Government ramps up its pursuit of
agricultural water and buys it for the
environment.

Proposed new water trading rulesand
the insistence by Water Minister Penny
Wong to press ahead and buy water
before the release of areport looking at
theimpacts of the buybacks has farmers
hopping mad.

Anger over the controversial pur-
chase of Toorale Station at Bourke —for
itswater and farmland—hasstill not died
down.

As the Murrumbidgee and Murray
valleysin NSW look towardsadiresum-
mer withlittletono general security allo-
cations, there are fears farmers will sell
their water to a “predatory” Federal
Government at atime of great financial
stress.

South Australia sentry to secureirri-
gation supplies for its stressed farmers
last week has drawn accusationsthat the
water market has been negatively
skewed.

InVictoria, farmersfear they will bea
buy-back target because there is more
high security water available to farmers
compared with nearby valleys over the
border.

In Queensland and northern and cen-
tral NSW, farmersareal so being targeted
for water, but they ask what the benefit
will be when many of therivers have a
small impact on flowsinto the Murray-
Darling or don’t reach the Darling River
atall.

Now a new problem has emerged
because of proposed new changes to
water market and trading rules, recently

IN BRIEF
Aramac hospital reprieve

HEALTH Minister Stephen Robertson
has announced existing services will
continue at Aramac Hospital during
the next 12 months. The announce-
ment is likely to put the expected clo-
sure of the Aramac hospital off until
after the next Queensland election. Mr
Robertson said the Bligh Government
had always been committed to provid-
ing safe and sustainable health serv-
ices to regional communities like
Aramac. “Over the next 12 months we
will continue to consult with the hospi-
tal staff and the Aramac community
about the most appropriate mix of
services to meet their needs,” Mr
Robertson said. “All options remain on
the table and | appreciate the
Aramac’s community’s willingness to
work with the Government to achieve
the best outcome.”
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in Canberra

under the watch of the Australian
Competition and Consumer
Commission.

Therules, while yet to be finalised,
have raised the ire of many farmers
involved in the hundreds of privateirri-
gation schemes operating across
Australiawho see an uncertain future if
people can sell water out of those
schemes and are not required to pay an
appropriate level of termination fees,
whichistheonly way theschemeswould
remain viable with areduction in mem-
bers.

Some schemesarealready restructur-
ing their businesses to cope with the
changes, and there are whispers of legal
action across the eastern States to chal-
lengethe trading rules and safeguard the
viability of irrigation businesses and
schemes.

At least, some argue, farmers are
being paid for the water and it is not
being taken from them forcibly, with
debate raging now over whether the
Government should operate in the water
market during adrought and potentially
exploit the desperate situation, or if itis
better to have another cashed-up buyerin
the market for cash-strapped farmersto
sl to.

The National Farmers Federation
water spokesman, Laurie Arthur, also
chairs a stakeholder reference group
looking at the impacts of the first $50m
buyback, which started in March.

The stakeholder group will meet for
the last time next week to consider an
external report documenting their find-
ings before handing it to the
Government.

Mr Arthurisconcernedtherewill bea
“very largenumber of distressed sellers’
going to the market thissummer because
general security allocations in the
Murray Valley are zero, while in the
Murrumbidgeeit’sfive percent.

He said there will be“no summer” in
southern NSW, yet the Government saw
it as more important to go out buying
water than wait for areport which would
document these concerns, he added.

Mr Arthur said it appeared the
Government did not have a structural
adjustment scheme for regions where it
bought water and believed there had
been afew ad-hoc approachesto the pur-
chases so far. Southern Murray corpora-
tions were wondering how they would
surviveif they lost abig slab of their enti-
tlements permanently.

A"

The top-priced $60,000 bull, Rockley 2391 (ET), with vendor,

shley Kirk, Rockley Brahmans, Bajool,and buy-

ers, Cameron and Liz Cogill and children, Milly and Corey, Double C Red Brahmans, Gogango.

HAT does$60,000 buy you at
Wtheannual Rockhampton
Brahman Week Sale?

By theend of the second day of the
three-day saleit would have bought
you thetop-priced bull — a29-month-
old, 922kgred beauty sold by theKirk
family’sRockley Brahmans, Bajool.

After someheated and frenzied
bidding at GracemereExhibition
Centre, theLandmark auctioneer’s
hammer finally hit thestand with the
bull, Rockley 2391 (ET) goingtoan
ecstatic Cameron and Liz Cogill,
Double C Red Brahmans, Gogango.

Therepeat buyer swereimpressed
with hislooks, thicknessand figures
which included rib and rump fat scans
of 8mm and 6mm respectively, and
eyemuscleareaof 121 square
centimetres.

“Wecouldn't believeour eyes
when we saw him —everything about
himisjust perfect,” Lizsaid.

Equally jubilant werevendors
Chris, Sally and Ashley Kirk, who had
their best Brahman Week saleto date,
selling atotal of 15 bullsfor $271,000
and aver age of $18,066.

Ashley said hebelieved the
strength of their top-priced bull came
from hisdam, Rockley 1997 (Al) (ET),
thestud’stop donor cow and afemale
who consistently produced good
calves. Thebull wassired by the

‘PERFECT’ BULL:

Brahman Week: what

get

|r-.

by

for $60,000

highly regarded TartrusRedmount
2365 (ET).

Second top priceby theend of day
twowas$52,500, paid for 22-month-
old grey bull Carinya Acclaim, by
repeat buyer sPaul and Debbie
Herrod, Ponderosa Brahman stud,
Katherine, NT.

Thebull, ason of JDH Databank
Manso (Imp US), wassold by John
Kirk and family’sCarinya Brahman
stud, Gayndah.

With morethan 950 Brahman

bullsgoingunder thehammer during
thethreedaysof thesale, morethan
500registered biddersincludinga
swag of repeat buyer sfrom
throughout Australia converged on
Gracemeretobid for astakeinthe
biggest Brahman bull salein the
country. — Story: MELISSA MARTIN.
Pictures: CRAIG CHAPMAN.

@ Full report from day one of
Rockhampton Brahman Week Sale,
p103.

Iconic Thylungra sold for $10.5m

By HELEN WALKER

HISTORIC ThylungraStation at Quilpie
has sold to Bill Scott and family who
plan to convert the premier sheep grow-
ing property to a prime steer back-
grounding and bull ock finishing country.

Thylungrahad been earlier passed in
at auction in September by Clyde
Agriculture for $10 million. However,
although the price is undisclosed, it is
believed to bein the vicinity of $10.5m
bare but including plant.

The Scott family has considerable
pastoral interests adjoining Thylungra
including the Milo and Budgerygar
aggregation, which are neighbours, as
well asleasing nearby Arleun, also situ-
ated between Milo and Thylungra.

According to adelighted Mr Scott,

who isvery familiar with property, the
purchaseisa‘onceinalifetime opportu-
nity’.

“Wewill useit asacattleoperationin
conjunctionwith our nearby country, asa
background and bull ock finishing opera-
tion,” Mr Scott said. “However, we will
remain flexiblewith the seasons.

“The opportunity to acquireit isvery
exciting, not only thequality of thecoun-
try, but the history aswell. It is country
that | know very well, having been driv-
ing over theproperty for thepast 30years
or more.”

With a delivery date set for January
next year, current manager lan Lilburne
isbusy lamb marking and shearing.

“We havejust surfaced from a severe
drought and are enjoying a 96.5pc lamb
marking —the best result in seven years.

The quality Thylungra sheep, based
on Haddon Rig bloodlines, and classed
by noted classer, Andy McLeod, will be
sold off-shears through AuctionsPlus
during October and November.
Thylungra Station, covering 280,000ha
was built on the pioneer Patsy Durack’s
dream in 1868, and is well documented
as one of Queensland largest sheep and
cattle stations.

Previous owners include the
Australian Estates, and Tom Woods of
Goondiwindi, before selling to Clyde
Agriculturein 1992.

When property manager lan Lilburne
and hiswife Raeleave Thylungraon set-
tlement it will end a 24-year-manage-
ment regime with the iconic wool-
growing factory, known for producing a
1400-balewaooal clip.
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The Second Step

To Sowing The Seeds Of Prosperity

Begin sourcing the highest quality pasture seed available for

your pasture improvement program!

eN/zro6R0

New Generalion Pasiure Seeds

Highest Quality

Southedge Seeds vy 14

Ask For It By Name From

Enhanced Pasture Seed Of The Your Local Rural Agent

www.southedgeseeds.com.au

Phone: (07) 40862400

1432581

queenslandcountrylife.com
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